SEMO ARA NEWSLETTER
December 2023
Editor: Robb KC9NNT
Amateur Radio Saves Lives
SEMO Amateur Radio Association KC0UYN POBox 1454, Poplar Bluff, MO   63902

President, Greg KC9WVR; Vice President, Robbie KE0TIL; Secretary, Mike KE0PEP; Treasurer Gary KD0FWH.
SEMOARA73@GMAIL.COM
Our potluck dinner was an awesome success. We had salad, courtesy of Robb, Chili from Robbie, Ham, turkey and cheese from Gary, potato salad from Greg and the hit of the dinner was from Ken with his Hash Brown Casserole.  No one left hungry.

Robert Clark of Elsinore took the tech exam and passed and is the newest member of the club. Congrats Bob!

There is a Tech Class forming for 16 January 2024, 7 pm central US time, and for each following Tuesday evening for a total of 4 weeks. Classes will be held on ZOOM, link to be emailed to registrants. Classes will be about 90 minutes each. KC9NNT has a few books for $26 each for in person pick up.  About 10-15 hours of personal study is required to pass the test.  Registration is required.
Awards handed out this year, Appreciation to the President to Greg KC9WVR, Robb KC9NNTgets the Presidential Award for services to the club, Gary KD0FWH was recognized for his outstanding service to the club, and Robbie KE0TIL received the Most improved Ham award for the year.  Congrats to all!
Elections:  Greg, KC9WVR was reelected to serve another term as club President.

Robbie, KE0TIL was reelected to serve as vice president to the club

Trustees: Robb, KC9NNT, Russell KF5EPD and Ron KF0HMC were all elected to serve as trustees of the club.
Listen to HF radio on your computer: http://kb0fxkiwisdr.hopto.org:8073/ 
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November 2023 A.R.E.S. Report for Butler County:  Check ins: 64. Traffic passed: 13. Emergency power 4
Download the ARES® manual at: www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARESmanual2015.pdf
2024 Dues are due.  $20 individual, $30 family.  See Gary KD0FWH

Test your memory: T5C08 What is the formula used to calculate electrical power (P) in a DC circuit?

· A.  P = E x I

· B.  P = E / I

· C.  P = E - I

· D.  P = E + I

   Answer at end of newsletter.

Contact our State Representatives about keeping the 2 meter repeaters active and in good operating condition.  A sample letter and addresses are at the end of this newsletter.
As always, we need help with our numerous committees.  Please contact a committee chair to join, or Greg KC9WVR (club president) to chair a committee (or start one).
Please attend the Free Advice dutch treat breakfast Saturday after our SEMO ARA meeting. It’s at Hardees on Westwood Blvd at 8:30 am.  Did I mention all advice is free!! 
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Remember our Ice Cream Social (dutch treat) at Burger King the 4th Tuesday each month at 6:30pm. 
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VOTA Volunteers On the Air Red Badge Day Is December 17. 2023 has been a fun operating year for ARRL's Year of the Volunteers with the (VOTA) event. 

To help members boost their VOTA point totals, ARRL is hosting a Red Badges on the Air activity on December 17, 2023, from 1500 - 2100 UTC. The objective of the event is to provide an opportunity for VOTA participants to work more ARRL officers and elected officials, such as Directors or Section Managers and Headquarters staff members and volunteers, who offer higher point values in the yearlong event.

Jahnke stressed that the event is "an activity day, not a contest"; there's no required amount of operating time. Participants can call "CQ VOTA" on phone or "CQV" on CW or digital modes. While the event is focused on encouraging those with ARRL red badges to hand out VOTA points, all activity is welcome, regardless of point value (every ARRL member is worth at least one point in the operating event). Participants get credit for each band or mode contact, regardless of point value. ARRL VOTA participants can use the leaderboard to determine how many points they've accumulated. (From ARRL email)
The New Amateur Extra-Class Question Pool has been released and is effective July 1, 2024.
Training for EMCOMM is available at: http://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training
2023 SKYWARN™ Recognition Day participants can now obtain an electronic QSL card by visiting the NOAA SKYWARN website. Step-by-step instructions are available to those who've submitted their log(s) to help them construct and print a 2023 QSL participation certificate. The deadline for submitting logs is January 31, 2024. Additional information is available on the SKYWARN Facebook page.
Area Nets (All times central USA time zone unless otherwise indicated)

Monday

Stoddard County ARES net 2nd Monday monthly, 6 pm 147.150+ 100 pl

The Missouri ARES®  District E Training and Traffic net 7 pm on 147.330 pl tone 100.0 (Bloomfield)

Missouri DMR Net 7 pm on talk group 31291

SEMO ARA Butler Co ARES check-in net at 7:30 pm on 145.350 pl 100.0

Missouri DMR Net 7:30 pm on talk group 3129

SEMO ARA Butler Co ARES net at 8 pm on 146.910 pl 100.0

Missouri DMR net 8pm TG 3129

Tuesday 

SEMO ARA Learn Morse Code Net about 5:30 pm on 146.495
Piedmont Net at 7 pm on 147.375 pl 100 

Current River net 7:30 pm on 146.865 pl 100

Wednesday

SEMO DMR rag chew 6:30pm talk group 31295

Thursday

The Missouri ARES®  District E Training and Traffic net 7 pm on the 146.910 pl tone 100.0 (Poplar Bluff)
Doniphan net 7:30 pm on 146.865 pl 100

Greenville Net 8 pm on 145.230 pl 123

Bootheel ARC, Kennett Net 8 pm on 146.985 pl 100

Digital Thursday net about 8:15 pm on 145.13 & 145.31(no pl tone needed)

Friday

SEMO ARA Learn Morse Code Net about 5:30 pm on 146.495
Sunday

The PBW-Net humanitarian 8 pm on simplex 146.495

SEMO ARA Learn Morse Code Net about 8:15 pm on 146.495
SEMO Emergency Net 7 pm first Sunday each month 28.400 USB

FORMAL TRAFFIC, TRAINING or ROLL CALL NETS (must have a general or higher license)

Missouri Traffic Net nightly 5:30 pm 3.963 (5 pm winter hours)
Missouri Emergency Services Net 2 pm Sunday on 3.963 MHz+/- or 7.263 MHz +/-

Illinois Sideband Traffic Net nightly at 6 pm on 3.905

Illinois ARES net First and Third Sunday 4:30pm 3.905

Arkansas Razorback Traffic net nightly 6:30pm 3.987.5
Country Cousins Net. Daily 9:00 pm 3.970

Ham Butchers. weekdays 11:30 am. 7.280

Frisco Net. Saturday. 9 am 3.922 or 3.915 depending on conditions

Kadiddlehoppers daily (except Sunday) 12:30 pm 7.253.5

Hurricane watch net on 7.268.00 MHz

NOAA emergency radio frequencies: 163.275, 162.55, 162.525, 162.50, 162.475, 162.45, 162.425, 162.40

Emergency radio frequencies you may need at one time or another:
· 163.5125 – Military national disaster preparedness frequency

· 163.4875 – National Guard emergency communications frequency

· 156.80 – International maritime distress channel

· 156.75 – International maritime weather alerts

· 155.475 – Emergency communications for police

· 155.160 – Used by various agencies during search and rescue operations

· 154.295 – Used by firefighters during emergencies

· 154.28 – Used by firefighters during emergencies

· 154.265 – Used by firefighters during emergencies

· 138.225 – Disaster relief channel used by FEMA

· 121.50 – International frequency for aeronautical emergencies

· 47.42 – Nationwide Red Cross channel during humanitarian aid missions

· 39.46 – Inter-department emergency communications by police

· 34.90 – Nationwide National Guard frequency during emergencies

One way to communicate with family members during an emergency situation when cellphones are not working is through CB (Citizens’ Band) radio.  No license is needed to send or receive communications. Combined with a family disaster plan, it will aid you greatly if cellphone towers stop working.  There are 40 separate channels that CB radios operate on. The only one to avoid is Channel 9, which is reserved for the Emergency/REACT channel.
One thing to keep in mind is that your conversations while using CB radio will not be secure. Bad guys could be on the same channel at the same time.
Among the other channels are:
· Channel 37 – Unofficial Prepper 37 (USB)

· Channel 36 – Unofficial Survivalist network

· Channel 19 – Used by truckers headed east or west

· Channel 17 – Used by truckers headed north or south

· Channel 13 – Typically used within campgrounds and marine areas

· Channel 4 – Unofficial American Preppers Network

· Channel 3 – Unofficial Prepper CB Network

NOTEWORTHY WEBSITES
ARRL Hamfest and Convention list arrl.org/hamfests/search

CountyHunter.com for cw contesting and info
Ed’s (AD0WN) Tri-State Repeater list http://semoarc.com/nets.htm

NWS SKYWARN SPOTTER TRAINING schedule weather.gov/pah/spottertraining

SARA CLUB w9rnm.org

SEMO Amateur Radio Association SEMOHAMS.NET
Topographical Maps heywhatsthat.com

TRI STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY w9og.net
W0AVQ’s Repeater Overlay on Google Earth http://hamradio.w0avq.org/repeaters

W9RY SOUTHERN IL. AMATEUR RADIO PAGE w9ry.com

Weather forecasting related Windy.com
Plan for emergencies at ready.gov and providentliving.org, emergency.cdc.gov, fema.gov, redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies.html, savethechildren.org/us/what-we-do/us-programs/disaster-relief-in-america 
Join or Renew Today!  All ARRL members can access digital editions of all four ARRL magazines: QST, On the Air, QEX, and NCJ.
[image: image5.jpg]YAESU FT-891 $650
EFHW ANTENNA $40
ANNUAL PARKS PASS $60

THE CONFUSED GLARES
YOU GET FROM PASSERS
BY WHILE YOU SET UP

YOUR ANTENNA...

PRICELESS



[image: image6.jpg]WHAT DO YOU GET
IFYOU CROSS A PARROT
AND A CENTIPEDE?





[image: image7.emf]River Hile-
River Hills ARC Hamfest  WORHX
Saturday April 20, 2024

Location: Fraternal Order of Eagles, 2746 W St Joseph St, Perryville, MO 63775

8:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. Raffle drawing at 12:00 P.M.
Admission Tickets in $5.00 each. Children under 12 free with paid adult.
Raffle: $1.00 per ticket or $5.00 for 6 tickets
Indoor Vendor and Swap Tables - $10.00 for each eight foot Table, free electric is available
FREE Outdoor Flea Market spots. Talk in 147.315 + PL 100.0
VE Testing available at 9 AM Pre-Registration is Required. Food and Drink available for purchase.

Contact: Pat Meyer hampat@yahoo.com or Christopher Wilson kb9ppy@yahoo.com

Update Information can be found at River Hills Amateur Radio Club on Facebook.
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Do you have an item for the News Letter?  Email it to KC9NNT@ARRL.NET
Answer to test your memory:  (A). P = E x I

Write our state politicians at:
Senator Jason Beam, 201 West Capitol Ave, Room 321, Jefferson City MO, 65101

Representative Hardy Billington, 201 West Capitol Ave, Room 303-B, Jefferson City MO 65101

Governor Michael Parson, POBox 720, Jefferson City MO 65102

Dear Sir, 

There is a rumor that the Missouri State Highway Patrol will not keep up maintenance on their 2 meter repeaters.  I am writing to say that the amateur radio community uses the 2 meter repeaters often to run emergency network training.  It is imperative that these machines be maintained and ready for emergency communications.  Many states have linked their state patrol 2 meter repeaters for state wide use, and it was once considered to do so in Missouri.

The amateur radio community is made up of volunteers, often highly trained in emergency communications, purchase their own radios and antennas, and take part in practice drills each week. They are licensed by the FCC, pay for their own licenses, and volunteer their time to further the art of emergency communications.
Please see that the Missouri State Highway Patrol maintains the 2 meter machines for use in emergency communications.

Respectfully yours, 
